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APR 1 6 2003 

Federalcannuriamonr ' Cwnmission 
OfAce of the Sec- 

2127103 
Chairman Michael Powell 
Fcdcral Ctrnimunication Commission 

AN OPEN LETTER TO FCC CHAIRMAN MICHAEL POWELL REGARDING 
THE CONSOLIDATION OF OWNERSHIP OF AMERICAN MEDIA 

Dear Chuirmnn Powcll. 

Lct's be clcar. One of the great criscs facing this country is that a handful of huge 
corporations control the flow of informarion. Whether it is television. radio. newspupers. 
magazines, hooks or the Internet. fewer and fcwcr glint ctrnglomciates are dctcrmining 
whnt we scc. heel-und read. Unicss we rinp this trend and create a mcdiu with much 
broader ownership and diversity of opinion. ii i s  not cciuin that democracy wi l l  survive 
in this country. This i s  a major. major conccm that must hc dealt wlrh immediately. I I'eur 
very much thut if we continuc down the path wc'rc on. we wil l  end up like the former 
Sovie t  Union - a nution where them were muny diffeirnt ncws outlets. hut ull were 
controllcd by the sume entity. The difference is that in this country i t  will be multi- 
national corporations who control the medis. and not the gnvrrnmcnr. 

Lct me e*prebs my ourrage that the FCC has choscn to huvc only one public 
heiring on what is one of the most imponant issues facing Amcricanv today. Bcfurc tiny 
dccisions are made regarding deregulation and inoreused corporate control over the 
media. thc FCC must hear from the American peoplc. In my view. the FCC should hold 
81 leu61 twenty meetings ucioss the country to hcur directly what nrdinury the people havc 
IO say. Huvtng held two town meetings in the sute  of Vermont on the issue of media 
consolidation. 1 can tell you rirsi hand that the pevplc of this country want to bc heard on 
this issue. In Vermont. at the two public mcctings thut we held. ovcr 600 people cumc 
out. 1 guuruntee rhat you wil l  havc huge audiences ull overthe country und. let me take 
this opponunity to invite you lu Vennonr. Plewe do not make P docision without input 
from rhc people. Given what goes on in Washington i t  muy he hard to bclieve. but thcrc 
air opinions in ihir country which do not necessarily agree with Rupert Murdoch, 
Cenerul Electric, the Disney Coiporation and other large campaign contnbutors. 

Why do we want more &-regulation and mcrre conccntruinn of ownciship in the 
media'? We should be moving in the other direction . less cnncentrution. morc diverse 
ownership and morc points of view. Tclcvision i s  the mcans by which most Amcricuns 
get thcir "news." Without exception. every major network is owned by u huge 
conglomcratc thut has enormous conflicts of inturest. Fox News Channel i s  owned by 
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Rupert Murdoch. u right-wing billionaire who ulreudy owns u significant ponion of the 
world’s media. His network has close tics to the Republican Party. and among his “firir 
and balunced” cornmentutors is Newt Gingrich. 

NBC i s  owncd by Gcncral Elcctric, onc of rhc largest coiporations i i i  the world 
and a company with enoimous conflicts of interest. GE hos a long history of unti-union 
activity. 1t has substantitil intcirsts in weapons manufucturing. fincmcc. nuclear power and 
many other indusliics. It has  vital concerns ahout our trnde policy us they have hern one 
of the leaders in shutting down Ameiican plants and moving rhcm to low-w;lge cotintrier 
like Chinu and Mexico. CiE is also an impomnt conrrihutor LO the Repuhlicun Puny. 

ABC is owned by the Disnry Cop. which produces toys and products in 
developing countries when they provide thcir workers armcious wages and working 
conditions. CBS i s  owncd by Viacom, another huge mcdiu conglomerate thut owns, 
among othcr cntirics. MTV. Showtime. Nickelodeon. VH1. TNN, CMT. 39 broadcast 
television stations. 104 radio stations. P a m o u n t  Picrures and Blockbuster Inc. 

The essential problem with television is notiust a right-wing corporate bias in 
news und programming, or the transformation of politics and govcmment into 
entertainment and scnsutionalism. Nor is ir just the constant bombardment of advcnising, 
much of it directed ut children. It’s that thc most importunt issues fucing the middle-class 
and working people of our country ure rarely discussed. The avcrugc Amcricun watches 
dozens of hours a week of television, but to a very signiricirnt degree does not see his or 
her reality irflcctccl on thc scrccn. 

In my titrong opinion what the people of this country scc, hear and read should not 
be conrrolled hy u hundful of multi-national conglomcratcs. Morc conccnrntion of 
ownership in the media industry would bc a disasrcr for this country. Stop the 
deregulation. und hcgin hearings on how we can havc morc divcrsc owncrship and more 
divcrgcnt viewpoints on the puhlic i l i ~ ~ u v e s .  
Democracy is 100 precious to bc givcn over 10 corporations interested on ly  in growing 
bigger and more profitahle. The ainvsvss and cable-ways bclong to rhc peoplc, and the 
interests of thc people should be served. 

Thank you for your consideration 

US. Congressman 
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